JESUS   OF  THE   GOSPELS.                           13;
I have to deal simply with the Jesus of the Gospels, and I shall endeavor to show how I conceive that various myths floating about became crystallised around the figure of Jesus of Nazareth. I cannot admit the supernatural; I cannot admit the miraculous; and, therefore, the very assertion that the Jesus of the Gospels is a miraculous and supernatural character is a great stumbling block at the outset. There are so many incarnate Gods in human history, and they all present the same birthmarks. They are always born at such a remote period, or at some such out-of-the-way place, that it is practically impossible to subject their claims to any kind of scientific investigation. Their births are always surrounded with prodigies; they always work miracles when they grow up; there Is always something mysterious in their deaths; they always ascend triumphant at the last; these are the great outline marks of all the incarnate Deities which our world has known ; and I allege that Jesus is one of these mythic characters, that the principal features of his life are possessed by him in common with thousands of rivals, and that he cannot, in any fashion, be distinguished from them. The essence of the spirit in which science meets the record of miracles is, the spirit of Hume, that it is much more likely that men should have been deceived than that our whole experience of nature should have been contradicted, u A miracle is a violation of the laws of nature; and as a firm and unalterable experience has established these laws? the proof against a miracle, from the very nature of the fact, is as entire as any argument from experience can possibly be imagined.....There must, therefore, bo an
uniform experience against every miraculous event, other-. wise the event would not merit that appellation. And as an uniform experience amounts to a proof, there is here a direct and full proof, from the nature of the fact, again**t the existence of any miracle; nor can nuch a proof bo destroyed, or the miracle rendered credible, but by an opposite proof,
which is superior.....Upon the whole, thun, it appears,.
that no testimony for any kind of miracle has over amounted to a probability, much less to a proof; and that, even supposing it amounted to a proof, it would be opposed by another proof; derived from the very nature of the fact, which it would endeavor to establish. It is experience only which,